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Familiaris Consortio 1-41

Introduction
The Church wishes to speak the truth aboutatirély.

Only through acceptance of the Gospel will madr@pe in the family be fulfilled.

Part One: Bright Spots and Shadows for the Family Today

(A). Need to Under stand the Situation

The Church must understand the present situafiomarriage and the family.

This understanding arises through faith andShieit’s gift to clergy and laity.

(B). Present Situation

Positive (awareness of personal freedom andpietsonal relationships, responsible procreatidacation) and negative
aspects (mistaken independence, view of autharégmsmission of values, divorce, abortion, corgpdion, poverty)
Cultural and societal circumstances influenanete consciences of the faithful

(C). Need to respond

Need for recovery of wisdom and moral values.

Need for conversion of mind and heart.

Part Two: The Plan of God for Marriage and the Family

Two fundamental ways of love

(I) Marriage

(Marriage as communion)

Love is man’s fundamental vocation. The vocatlove in totality is realized in marriage otibacy. Marriage follows
from this plan of God for man'’s love.

Marriage is a proclamation of God'’s love fos people.

(Marriage as sacrament)

In their marriage, a Christian man and woméaqd within the spousal covenant of Christ and@harch, love each
other with the love of Christ, and their communairiove becomes a sacramental sign of Christ’'smumiith the Church.
Family: (Marriage and Children)

Marriage and conjugal love are ordered to toerpation and education of children, and findrtieedwning in them,
though the communion of life still has meaning &atlie when it is not possible to have children.

Christian marriage builds upon the human aecetitlesial community.

(I1) And Célibacy

Virginity or celibacy presupposes and witnessehe dignity of marriage; celibacy bears witnesthe future
resurrection and the supremacy of God above all.

Part Three: The Role of the Christian Family

The family’s mission correspond to its natitrés called to become ever more a community &f éihd love

(). Forming a Community of Persons

Love is the principle and goal of communion

(A) The form of the community

Fundamental communion is that of husband and wife

The equal dignity of man and woman, and thepteta self-giving requires unity of marriage (onarmand one woman)
Moreover this completeness, as well as the gbtite children, requires indissolubility.

The family

Upon the conjugal communion is built the commoaorof the family

(B) Parts of the community

Women

Men and women have equal dignity, as reasonre@gnize and as is taught by the word of God.

Public roles should be fully open to women,gtear recognition should be given to the particuue of their familial
and maternal role.

Women are offended by the mentality that treateans as things, by discrimination, etc.

Men

As husband and father, the man should lovevifissand children, and appreciate his role in daify.

Children

Every child should be esteemed and loved, &dpyein a Christian family.

Elderly

The elderly in the family should be speciakynerated and loved, and play a particular roleiwitte family.

(1) Serving Life

(2). The transmission of life.

Procreation is a share in God's creative higssind a sign of conjugal love.

The Church reaffirms her teaching on the trassion of life, particularly that conjugal love nilxe open to new life.
Anti-life mentality comes from God'’s absenaanfrpeople’s hearts. Yet human life is always adfiftod’s goodness.
In the face of the many modern problems, iinisortance to illustrate the biblical foundatiorthical gounds, and
personalistic reasons for this doctrine.

The union of the conjugal act, loving self-giyj and procreation is founded in an integral visibthe human person in
God'’s plan.

The Church teaches the moral norm, and segk®tide lovingly for her children.

God's plan for the transmission of life in faenily is included in their call to holiness.

Moral practical help and witness should be girerried persons.

(2) Education

Parents have the first right and duty to eduttair children.

Parents must educate their children in thentis$@alues of life: justice, but above all love particular as regards
sexuality, in which it pertains especially to passto educate their children.

The sacrament of marriage makes parents’ edunaafttheir children a true “ministry” of the Crulr.

The family is the first school of following Géir.

Parents have a right and duty to have an aalagonship with other educating agents

Married love serves life by begetting and etingachildren, but also by adoption, or by reaching in other ways
beyond the family.



